


Do You Need a Will? 
Many people, especially young individuals 
and those who feel their estate is too small, 
believe a will represents an unnecessary 
expense.  But the preparation of a will need 
not be expensive.

Even when property distribution issues 
are not numerous, a will is the legal avenue 
through which a number of other issues 
should be addressed:

�t�� Naming an executor

�t�� Naming a legal guardian for 
minors

�t�� Making gifts or transfers, especially 
to your local church and favorite 
ministries

�t�� Reducing your estate tax liability

In the absence of a will, the state will 
decide. A judge will name an executor, 
a bond may have to be posted, the 
court will name a guardian for your 
children, and a formula will determine 
asset distribution.

�e Bequest 
�e charitable bequest a�ords a way for virtually anyone to express speci�c philanthropic 

wishes. In fact, the bequest is the most frequently utilized method to support charitable causes in 

America.

A bequest may take on a number of forms including naming: 

�t�� a speci�c dollar amount 

�t�� a percentage of the estate 

�t�� speci�c assets 

�e philanthropic spirit is given a voice when wishes are 

expressed in the will.  While many may think philanthropy is 

reserved for a select few, the truth is that every bequest to your 

local United Methodist church or beloved United Methodist 

ministry makes a mark that will last throughout history. 

If you would like more information on wills including 

our Guide to Wills and Trusts or sample language for making 

a charitable bequest, we invite you to use the reply form or 

contact the Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation at 800-

259-6863 or visit www.okumf.org.

Will Your Will Be Known?


